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great kindness to me from start to finish. It has given me one of the
most remarkable experiences of my life, and I am convinced tliat
it was worth all the labour and energy you put into it.

I gave your message to the Archbishop, who went through with
the keenest interest so much of the English summary of the pro-
ceedings as Dr. Frere had got ready in time. He was much im-
pressed and confident that our gathering was both of importance
and true service.24

'It seems to me there are great hopes of peace/ was Dr.
Frere's verdict, 'provided this modest little opening is kept
quiet and not talked about/25

Halifax was less restrained in voicing his enthusiasm to Por-
tal. 'Indeed, my dear friend/ he wrote on December I3th, *we
have something for which to thank God. When everything has
been said, after God, it is you, you, you who have done every-
thing/26

Can we really be at the dawn of a new epoch [Portal replied]?
Everything encourages such a belief. We can only thank God for
his goodness in using us to join up afresh threads which had been
so brutally broken. Our old friendship surely had no need of re-
ward, but that it pleases God to add to it this joy is indeed good
and makes it even sweeter and more precious.27

More than a year elapsed before there was another Conversa-
tion at Malines. The parties to the first conference, 'while hope-
fully anticipating a sequel, had separated without making
definite arrangements for a further meeting. There was much
on both sides to be done; and there was the hope of some sort
of official recognition.

On the Roman side every other event gave place in the
opening weeks of 1922 to the death of Pope Benedict XI and
the election as his successor of Cardinal Ratti (Pius XI), an
old friend of Merder's who was reported to take a deep interest
in Reunion. The auguries for further Conversations were there-
fore good, though some delay in arranging them was inevitable